
Netiquette	  and	  Participation	  in	  the	  Online	  Classroom:	  
  

Please use complete sentences and proper grammar in your discussion posts. Be 

respectful of others opinions and contributions. Keep in mind that we all have 

something unique to contribute to this class. One of the best ways to show that you 

appreciate contributions is to offer thoughtful feedback on your classmate’s efforts. 

Accept help when you need it and offer it when you can. 

  

Successful online learning requires active and timely participation in 

the Discussion Area. Students earn weekly participation grades based upon the 

quality of their responses to weekly assignments, including discussion questions. 

Participation point values in the learning experience are defined within each 

assignment as presented in the grading criteria or as directed by the facilitator. 

Students are expected to read the online lectures and all posts in 

the Discussion Area. Posting assignments or e-mails to students and/or faculty 

outside of classroom threads does not count as participation. 
1. Substantive participation consists of responses to classmates or the 

instructor in classroom discussions that relate to the course subject matter. 
Substantive responses should not be mere opinion, but must be based 
upon: 

• the course content 
• assigned reading 
• related outside resources 
• personal experience relevant to the week's topics 

•  Quality participation in the discussion occurs by: 
• asking a question that generates more discussion 
• providing a statement of clarification 
• providing a point of view with rationale 
• challenging a point of discussion 
• making a relationship between one or more points of the discussion 

•  Participation is an opportunity for your instructor to see what you have learned and for you to 
demonstrate your comprehension of the materials. Substantive discussion should include the use of: 

• relevant vocabulary words 
• concepts from the readings exhibiting a command of the subject matter 
• appropriate documentation or citation 

A simple, "I agree," "Good work," or "I like it," does not count as substantive 
participation. 
  
	  


